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MATT. VI. 10. 


THY KINGDOM COME. 


ANY public bodies of men are this day 
gathered together to confult about the 
intereft, and to provide for the welfare, of their 
conftituents.' Merchants are convened to ad- 
vance the profperity of the commercial affo- 
ciations with the welfare of which they are in- 
trufted. Parliaments and national councils are 
met to deliberate on the moft proper methods 
of promoting the happinefs of the communities 
over which they prefide. Weare affembled, as 
the difciples and fervants of Jefus Chrift, with 
a view to enlarge the boundaries of his king- 
dom, and to increafe the number of his fub- 
jects. If, as individuals, we be inferior in re- 
fpectability to the others, there is this in our 
favour, we have the nobleft caufe; and the ob- 
— je& of our meeting is the moft important. 
B All 
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All other kingdoms, if they fall not fooner, 
mutt fhare in the general deftrution of this 
inferior fyftem; but for millions of millions of 
years afterwards, the kingdom of Chrift fhall 
ftand, and the happinefs of his people endure 
for evermore. As we are met together on the 
affairs of the Redeemer’s kingdom, with what 
temper of mind fhould we carry on our in- 
quiries? Is it a fuitable thing that our fouls 
fhould be deftitute of affection to our Lord, or 
indifferent about his interefts? No. Sucha 
frame muft be highly difpleafing in the fight 
of Him who fearcheth. the. heart. If we 
have brought with us this day the true fpi- 
rit of the fubje&ts of Jefus Chrift, we are 
animated with the pureft loyalty for our di- 
vine fovereign, with the molt ardent zeal for 
the glory of God, and with a facred anxiety 
for the eternal happinefs of the fouls of men. 
Such a difpofition fhould pervade the whole 
affembly; and if it do, we fhall unite in offer- 
ing up in the devoutelt {trains of fupplication, 
the words of the text, Thy kingdom come. The 
words do fo evidently relate to the planting of 
the Chriftian religion, and to the propagation 
of it among the nations which were fitting in 
darknets, that nothing is neceffary by way of 
explanation, 
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The fubje& is plain. What is required, is 
to feel its importance and its excellence, and 
_ to be animated with becoming zeal for the 
profperity of the Redeemer’s kingdom, If 
this zeal, like a facred fire, burn within our 
breafts, it will make us look around the world, 
and examine the fituation of the human race, 
with this view, that the religion of Jefus Chrift 
may be better underftood and praiifed, in 
countries where it is already known, and that 
it may be propagated among thofe nations 
which have never heard the joyful found of fal- 
vation by a crucified Redeemer. And a calm 
and pious furvey will produce the following 
effects : . 

I. It will difcover to us the miferable ftate 
of that part of the world which is deftitute of 
the knowledge of the Chriftian religion. 

II. It will lead us to inquire into the 
caufe of this mifery, and of the ignorance from 
_ which it flows. 

III. It will fer before us the moft power- 
ful motives to leffen, and, if poffible, to re- 
move it. 

IV. Ic will direct us to a view of the means 
which God has appointed, and which he or- 
dinarily employs for this purpofe. And, 
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V. As the Society of which we are mém- 
bers, and the interefts of which we are this day 
affembled to promote, furnifhes us with an op- 
portunity of extending the kingdom of Chrift, — 
it will, 1 hope, ftimulate us to incréafe the 
power of the Society to do good, and to make 
the Redeemer’s name more extenfively known. 


Thefe things I fhall endeavour to illuftrate 
and enforce; and may God favour us with his 
prefence, and command his bleffing, 


I. An attentive furvey of the ftate of the 
world will fill us with a deep fenfe of the mi- 
ferable condition of millions of the human 
race. 


If we turn our eyes to the abodes of thofe 
who never heard of the gofpel of Chrift, they 
occupy one half of the habitable globe. How 
many extenfive countries are ftill the dwelling- 
place of pagans! We fee them practifing the 
rites of their religion: but it is a religion 
which difcovers to us, rational creatures funk 
into the loweft {tate of moral depravity. They 
know not the very object of religious worfhip. 
Inftead of adoring the great Jehovah, they 
bow down to idols: inftead of paying homage 
to a Being endowed with every poffible per- 
fe€tion, they proftrate themfelves before ftocks 

and 
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and ftones which have eyes but fee not. From 
fuch a fpecimen of their religion, what ideas 
are we to form of it? Can it bring its profef- 
fors to the knowledge, the favour, the love, 
the obedience, and the fruition of a Being of 
infinite wifdom, fanétity, reCtitude, goodnefs, 
and truth? Does it teach guilty men how to 
be reconciled to God, and how to live fo as 
to pleafe him well in all things? No. The re- 
ligion of pagans is filent concerning all thefe 
important truths. And with whatever anxiety 
the eyes of an inquifitive perfon among them 
may look for information on thefe points, 
there is nothing before him but impenetrable 
darknefs, like that which of old wrapped up 
the land of Egypt, when they refufed to let 
‘Ifrael go. 


Perhaps fome may think that the picture is 
overcharged, and that the colours aretoo ftrong. 
We, as fallible creatures, are always in danger 
of erring in our judgment ; when therefore we 
can find an infallible guide, it is our wifdom 
to lay hold of his hand, and follow him with- 
out queftion or delay. Such a guide we have, 
and his fteps I have traced; yes, the fpiric 
of God fpake by the prophets and by the apof- 
tles, and diftated to them the words of 
unerring truth. Their defcription~ of the 

heathen 
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heathen nations we may therefore confider ag 
prefenting to us the fentiments of God himéfelf. 
Read his words which were fpoken by the 
mouth of his holy prophets: in a thoufand 
inftances you will find them reprefent the fi- 
tuation of the pagans as the moft deplorable 
that can be conceived. Attend alfo to the 
defcription that is given of them by the apof- 
tles of Jefus Chrift ; they confirm the teftimony 
of the prophets ; and, if poMfible, the view that 
is given of them is ftill more diftreffing. See 
Rom. i. 2c—23. 


Thus did the heathens appear to God. 
Should we think differently on the fubjedt, 
remember, I befeech you, that God’s judgment 
1s infinitely to be preferred to ours ? And is 
the ttate of the pagan nations better and fafer 
now, than it was in Affyria and Egypt, when 
God reproved them by the prophets; or than 
it was in Greece and Rome, when Paul preach- 
ed the gofpel there, and denounced the wrath of 
God againit all ungodlinefs and unrighteouf- 
nefs of men? Certainly not. How deplorable 
then muft their condition be ! 


But thefe are not the only perfons that have 

a claim to our compaffion. Mahometan de- 
lufion has extended its dominion over not a 
few 
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few of the Jargeft and moft fertile countries in 
the world. From the Jewifh and the Chriflian 
revelation, the falfe prophet learnt the doc- 
trine of one God, the creator of heaven and 
earth. But Jehovah appears not in his book 
arrayed in all his glorious perfections. The 
reprefentation of Him is exceedingly defective. 
Befides, what an affemblage of fuperftitious 
rites? what ftrefs is laid on external obfer- 
vances ? We read not in the Koran’s unhal- 
lowed page, that ‘‘except a man be born 
© acain he cannot fee the kingdom of God ;” 
and inftead of that blood which cleanfeth from 
all fin, the Muffulman is direéted to fafling, 
to prayers, to pilgrimages, in order to atone 
for his crimes, and to pave his way to a 
paradife of fenfual delight, which is to fur- 
nifh, if not the whole, yet a very confiderable 
part of the joys of the faithful. Every one 
who reviews their fyftem muft fay: **O that 
*< their eyes were opened, that they micht fee 
** the wiles of the impoftor who has deluded 
“©them! O that they did but hear the voice 
«© of Jefus, the only true prophet foretold in 
«© ancient times, to whom the nations fhould 
« give ear!” | 


If from them we turn our eyes to the Jews, 
in what a miferable {tate do we fee the pof- 
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terity of Abraham, the friend of God? Behold 
them grafping at the fhadow, and fpurning away 
the fubftance; profefling to honour Mofes, 
while they reyeA the Meffiah; concerning whom 
Mofes thus fpake, ‘* Whofoever fhall not 
‘* hearken to his word, God will require it 
<< of him;’’ and oppofing the righteoufnefs of 
the law to the righteoufnefs which is of God 
by faith. Hear them blafpheming Jefus of 
Nazareth whom we adore, and of whom God 
hath faid, “* Neither is there falvation in any 
“other; for there is none other name un- 
“der heaven given among men. whereby 
“we mult be faved.” Aés, iv. 12. And 
view them purfuing the fame path as of old, 
when Paul their countryman, under the infpi- 
ration of the Almighty, was fo affected with 
their deplorable condition, that he cried out 
in agony of foul: ‘** I could wifh that myfelf 
«< were accurfed from Chrift for my brethren, 
«© my kinfimen according to the flefh.” 


This is not the whole lift of perfons that 
implore our pity: there are multitudes liv- 
ing in what are called Chriftian lands, who are 
in a fituation equally deplorable. O that in 
fome of thefe countries we did not behold 
images with Chriftian names, before which 
thoufands proftrate themfelves and beg for 

i2 mercy! 
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mercy! Thefe, alas! have as little tendency 
to bring the ignorant worlhippers to the know- 
ledge of the divine perfections, as the pagan 
idols of the Tartar and the Chinefe. In other 
places, where thefe relics of paganifm have 
been thrown away, and the inhabitants boait’ 
of greater purity of religion, a fight almoft as 
affliétive prefents itfeif to view. Whole fami- 
lies and tribes there are which know not God, 
neither his nature, nor his grace, nor his laws, 
nor his gofpel, nor his promifes; but gloomy 
ignorance with her horrid train, led on by fu- 
perftition and error, furrounds the miferable 
objects. While we furvey them, who can re- 
frain from thinking of the words of a compaf- 
fionate God, who, with all the tendernefs of 
pity for perifhing finners, thus expreffes his 


regret; “© My people is deftroyed for lack of 
“* knowledge!” 


When we confider thefe things, if we have 
the fpirit of Chriftians, rivers of water will run 
down our eyes, becaufe tranfgreffors know not 
Chrift’s gofpel, and keep not God’s law. 
Should a perfon come to each of us and fay, 
«¢ Your brother is led into captivity; he ferves 
<¢ a cruel mafter; he is doomed to the moft 
“+ ienoble drudgery from day to day: I faw 
*¢ him bound with chains, and from his maf- 

+ “© ter’s 
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‘¢ ter’s caprice, caft for a time into a dungeon 
«© dark as the fhadow of death!” the mourn- 
ful tidings would embitter the cup of life. 
«¢ Is my brother,” would each fay, * my bro- 
“¢ ther, whom I love as my own foul, a bond 
‘© flave? Perhaps he now feels the lafh of his 
*< cruel mafter, or is galled with the weight of 
‘* the iron which entereth into his foul. Wo is 
** me! can I enjoy delight while he endures 
<< the bitternefs of forrow and diftrefs?”” Here 
are brethren, children of the fame common 
father, not one, but hundreds of millions. 
They are the flaves of Satan, who ruleth amidft 
the darknefs of this world; they are faftened 
with the chains of fin and the fetters of ini- 
quity ; and they are confined in the gloomy 
prifon of ignorance of God, where darknefs 
covers the nations, and grofs darknefs the 
people. When will their mifery end! Are 
we unmoved at their diftrefs, and yet do we 
prefume to call ourfelves Chriftians? When 
Paul was at Athens, and faw the people wholly 
given to idolatry, his heart was moved for 
them. And fhould not ours be moved alfo 
when we behold the ignorance and idolatry 
of fo many of the human race? But I call 
you not to give way to unavailing forrow. 
Paul’s grief ftimulated him to employ the moft 
vigorous endeavours to deliver the Athenians 

from 
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from their miferable condition, and to turn 
them to God from idols, to ferve the living 
and true God, and to wait for his Son from 
heaven. In like manner I call on you to ex- 
ert yourfelves in favour of thofe unhappy crea- 
tures who know not God, and obey not the 
gofpel of Jefus Chrift. That you may fee 
how this is to be done, it is neceffary that we 
fhould know how it comes to pafs that they 
are in fuch a ftate; and this leads me to the 


I] d. head of difcourfe; namely, to inquire 
into the caufe of their miferable fituation. 


It is not my defign to inveftigate the caufes 
of that imbecility of mind, that perverfenefs 
of will, and that diforder of all the faculties, 
which leadg rational creatures to a worfhip and 
fentiments which we are grieved at while we, 
review. Thefe caufes are plainly taught in the 
word of God to the humble in heart. The 
fall of man, and the degeneracy that flowed 
from it, ftand as plain facts in the moral 
world. They are not ingenious fpeculations 
which require the acutenefs of metaphyfical 
reafoning to prove the truth of them. We 
have only to open our eyes on the heathen 
nations, and furvey the objects of their wor- 
fhip, their unmeaning fuperftitious rites, their 

C2 brutifh 
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brutifh conceptions concerning the obliga- 
tions, duty, and happinefs of man, and the me- 
thods they adopt to obtain the favour of their 
gods; and the matter is fo plain as to preclude 
adoubt. Look at the unhappy creatures in 
their moft folemn aéts of worfhip, and then 
take a view of the ignorance, the unconcern 
about the friendfhip of God, and the total 
want of religion among multitudes who live 
where the goipel is preached, and you have as 
plain a demonftration of the depravity of hu- 
man nature, as Euclid ever gave of any theo- 
rem in his book. 


I with to view the fubje& in a different 
light, and to inquire why they are allowed to 
continue in this miferable ftate. Is it by any 
fault of ours? or are we to refolve it into the 
fovereign will and myfterious difpenfations of 
the Supreme Being? . 


Wiil it be accounted by any a fufficient rea- 
fon, and a fatisfactory caufe, without inquir- 
ing further, ‘* that God permits them to con- 
“¢ tinue in their prefent ftate?”” No. \ He per- 
mitted Cain to murder Abel his brother: but 
did he therefore approve the ation? He per- 
mitted the whole earth to become corrupt, ex- 
cept Noah and his family: but .the waters of 
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the deluge which deftroyed guilty man, ferve 
as a mirror to fhew that the wickednefs which 
he permitted he did abhor. He permits all 
the perjuries, the robberies, the murders, of 
which men are guilty: but the fire of hell, 
which he hath kindled for the punifhment of 
tranfereffors, difcovers by its hideous glare 


that thefe things are infinitely odious in his 
fight. 


We muft turn then to another quarter; and 
it will be the part of wifdom to look firft to 
ourfelves, and to inquire if we do not bear 
fome fhare of this guilt. And Iam afraid we 
fhal]l not be able to exculpate ourfelves from 
being chargeable with the blood of their pre- 
cious fouls. We call ourfelves the difciples 
of Chrift: but is it not owing to the coldnefs 
of the zeal of Chriftians for the glory of God 
and the falvation of their fellow-creatures, that 
in fo great a part of the world the darknefs of 
paganifm envelops the people? This appears 
to me to be the great and crying fin of the 
Chriftian world: a fin of which we have, alas! 
been quite infenfible. A zeal for their pecu- 
liar opinions all feéts and parties have difco- 
vered in a plentiful degree; a zeal fo intenfe 
as frequently to kindle the fire of perfecution 
to confume gainfayers. Even for modes of 

worfhip 
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worfhip has zeal been fometimes fo fervent, 
as to forge chains and to open the prifon doors 
for the reception of thofe who could not con- 
form to all the indifferent rites of the party in 
power. But what zeal has been fhewn for the 
converfion of the heathen nations, and for dif- 
fufing the light of divine truth in the dark 
corners of Chriftian lands? We may juftly 
bluth while we review the annals of our coun- 
try. Here, Rome, thou mayeft exult over us, 
and pronounce Britifh proteftants carelefs and 
lukewarm! Thy zeal for the converfion of 
the heathen world, the number of miffionaries 
whom thou haft fent forth, and the ardour that 
they have employed in teaching the doctrines 
and rites of thy church to pagans, in Africa, 
in Afia, in America, and in the dark corners 
of proteftant countries in Europe, cover us 
with fhame. We of this land have reafon to 
confefs ourfelves guilty. We fhould account 
ourfelves injured, if it were not granted that 
we are as pious, as benevolent, as generous 
as any people that have fubmitted to the crofs 
of Chrift. But what effects of Chriftian zeal 
can we boaft? It would be eafy to mention 
diftant countries difcovered by the fkill of our 
mariners, and the munificence of our rulers ; 
countries where we have planted colonies to 
cultivate the foil; countries where we carry on 

with 


RP, 
with the natives an extenfive commerce; 
countries which our armies have overrun, and 
which we have feized as our own; countries 
which our troops are now wetting with the 
tears and with the bloed of the innocent inha- 
bitants; countries from which we have for a 
long courfe of years been dragging the wretch- 
ed natives into worfe than Egyptian bondage. 
But where is the country which we have exert- 
ed our zeal to refcue from pagan darknefs or 
Mahometan delufion, and to bring to the 
knowledge and confolations of the gofpel? 
What tribes of pagans have been converted by 
our miffionaries? What churches have been 
planted by us in lands where Satan’s feat was ? 
What nations that bowed down to ftocks and 
ftones, have been influenced by us ‘* to caft 
«* their idols to the bats and to the moles,’” 
and are now adoring the Creator and Redeem- 
er of finful men? Alas! we fearch almoft in 
vain. 


That a fenfe of our guilt may be more deep- 

ly impreffed on-our confciences, let us take a 
view of the manner in which chriftianity was 
propagated in the world in former ages. As 
foon as the fpirit was poured down from on 
high, the apoftles carried the gofpel from 
country to country, and the darknefs of pagan- 
ifm 
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ifm fled before them. After their deceafe, 
pious men, animated with a pure zeal for the 
happinefs of their fellow-creatures, travelled 
from place to place, and fpread the light of 
the gofpel from city to city, and from province 
to province. Thus was the religion of Jefus 
extended over a confiderable part of the globe. 
Thus was it introduced into this highly-favour- 
ed land in which we dwell. The various ac- 
counts in ecclefiaftical hiftory render it highly 
probable that the gofpel was firft brought 
hither by fome obfcure individual, who, though 
his name be not inrolled in the annals of the 
Chriftian church, is honoured in heaven for his 
active benevolence and his zeal. 


And how, think you, fhall the gofpel be con- 
veyed to the nations that are ftill ignorant of 
it? Certainly in the fame way, by the hallowed 
zeal of pious men. And ought not a fpirit of 
zeal to have continued always in the Chriftian 
church, as long as there was a heathen nation 
to be converted? Efpecially when we were en- 
lightened by means of the reformation and fuc- 
ceeding advantages, ought not our zeal to 
have kept pace with our improvement, and 
like the beams of the fun, in proportion 
to the clearnefs of the atmofphere, to have 
produced a more intenfe and ardent heat ? 
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It ought, but it hasnot. And when God bleffed 
us asa nation with increafing wealth, ought 
not apart of this wealth to have been confe- 
crated for extending the knowledge of the 
gofpel of Chrift? But has ic? Alas! fo 
{mall a pittance, in comparifon of what is an- 
nually expended on trifling amufements, as 
fcarcely to merit notice. 


In ourfelves, then, we muft feek forthe caufe 
of the miferable ftate of the world. To our 
negligence and indifference muft we afcribe the 
{mall progrefs that Chriftianity has made. Had 
we employed our moft active endeavours for 
the converfion of the heathens, and had God 
frowned on the attempt in every place, we 
might have fat down with fome degree of 
quietnefs of mind, concluding that the time 
to favour them was not yet come. But this 
is far from being the cafe. We have been 
flothful, I wifh we may not alfo be found, 
wicked fervants. To our coldnefs and want 
of zeal it is owing that millions of our fellow- 
creatures are {till fitting in darknefs and in the 
fhadow of death. And fhall we fit unconcern- 
ed under fuch a charge? God forbid! Let us 
begin with lamenting our paft guilt, and im- 
ploring forgivenefs, through the efficacy of that 
precious blood which made atonement for the 

D fins 
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fins of men. Then let us fupplicate divine 
grace to aflift us, and to animate us with a pro- 
per temper for the time to come; and depend- 
ing on it, let us ftir up ourfelves to the im- 
portant duties which are {till incumbent on us, 
towards them that know not God, and obey not 
the gofpel of his Son Jefus Chrift. That our 
hearts may be ftill more deeply impreffed with. 
a fenfe of our obligation, I proceed, under the 


IlId head of difcourfe, to fuggeft fome 
motives which fhould influence us to exert 
ourfelves for advancing the kingdom of Jefus 
Chrift in the world. 


The reprefentation of the fubjec& will of itfelf 
ferve as a motive fufficiently powerful on every 
generous mind; but a brief view of fome 
weighty confiderations that naturally offer 
themfelves to our thoughts when meditating 
on the theme, may roufe the foul to greater ex- 
ertions, and animate it to a more vigorous pur- 
fuic of the object that is before us. 


You have often read with pleafure thofe 
paffages both of the Old and New Teftament 
which predié& the glory of the latter days, 
«© when the knowledge of Chrift fhall cover 
“ the earth as the waters cover the fea.” One 

effect 
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effect of thefe predictions on every true difci- 
ple of Jefus is, to invigorate his zeal in pro- 
moting the chriftian religion. When that 
glorious day fhall enlighten the world, I pre- 
fume not to determine. But may it not be 
preceded by a dawn of confiderable lIength, 
which will gradually introduce the Sun of 
righteoufnefs ? The feeble attempts that have 
been already made for the converfion of the 
heathen, may be confidered as the faint glim- 
merings of light in the entrance of the dawn ; 
and any farther efforts that fhall be employed 
may, I truft, refemble the clearer rays, that 
gradually diffipate the fhades of night. Be- 
fides, when we fee the power of Rome, whofe de- 
praved and tyrannical fyftem of ecclefiaftical 
polity is certainly that great antichrift fore- 
told in the Apocalypfe, falling into decay, and 
eonfider that the diffafion of the gofpel is re- 
prefented as a cotemporary event, and that in 
proportion as antichrift fhall decreafe, the king- 
dom of Chrift thall increafe, this fhould have 
its weight on our minds, and excite us to the 
moftt fpirited exertions. 


There is another confideration which deferves 
our ferious attention, and it is this; that the 
attempts which have been already made for 
propagating the gofpel, have been crowned 
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with confiderable fuccefs.. Some have faid, © fc 
“is in vain to try. The time for the con- 
«‘ verfion of the heathens is not yet come. 
«Tet us wait for a more favourable feafon.” 
But this is the language of pufillanimity and 
floth. Such fuccefs has attended the endeavours 
hitherto made, as to encourage us to exert our- 
felves in the fame benevolent office, Some of 
the firft fettlers in New. England difcovered a 
very laudable zeal for the converfion of the 
natives. The names of Elliot, Mayhew, and 
fome others, were peculiarly diftinguifhed 
both for their labours and for their fuccefs ; 
and thoufands of Indians were taught by them 
to rejoice in God, and to adore the Saviour of 
finners *. The Danifh miffionaries in the Eaft 
Indies have had the pleafure of feeing many 
thoufands of heathens converted tothe chriftian 
faith +. Two focieties compofed of members of 
the Englifh church, one of which is connected 
with the Danifh miffion, have labourers employ- 
ed among the heathen nations; and from their 
reports it appears, that fome additions are an- 
nually made to the number of the profeffors of 
chriftianity {. The labours of the Moravians 


* Mather’s Hiftory of New England. t Millar’s Hif- 
tory of the Propagation of Chriftianity, t Sermons be- 
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in Greenland, and the multitudes of converts 
there, muft give delight to every one that reads 
the account of their miffion *. Whoever has 
feen the Journals of the miffionaries from this 
fociety, efpecially thofe of Mr. D. Brainard and 
Mr. Horton, mutt, if he hasafpark of religion 
in his breaft, exult at the view of the hundreds 
of Indians whom they turned to God from 
idols, &c. +; and I am informed that their 
fucceffors at prefent do not labour in vain. 
From the accounts that have lately been pub- 
lifhed of the attempts of the Methodifts, as 
well as of the Moravian orethren,; among the 
African Slaves in the Weft Indian Iflands, it 
appears that the God of all grace {miles on their 
labours, and gives them the pleafing hope of 
being extenfively ufeful {. With thefe inftances 
before our eyes, is there not ample encourage- 
ment for us to proceed in the fame noble work ? 


It muft likewife have weight with every pious 
mind, that great will be the happinefs of many 
from our exertions. We call ourfelves Chrif- 
tians; but if we deferve the name, we fhall 
wifh to make others happy. Some of you God 

has bleffed with affluence, and I truft you dif 


* Crantz’s Hiftory of Greenland. + Brainard’s Life 
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perfe abroad, you give to the poor, and you 
are exceedingly anxious to leffen the fum of 
human mifery, But would you increafe the 
happinefs of your fellow-creatures in the 
higheft degree, plant the religion of Jefus in 
their hearts. You will hereby alleviate their 
forrows and heighten their joys; you will teach 
them to {mile in death, and fecure for them 
in heaven a crown of glory that fadeth not 
away. Nay, fo important will be the confe- 
quence of fuccefs, that if by your means but 
one individual attains the falvation that is in 
Chrift, he will enjoy a greater portion of felt- 
city than the whole human race on earth, from 
the beginning to the end of the world, both in 
intenfenefs and duration. If it be fo in re- 
gard to a fingle individual, what muft it be to » 
hundreds! It is accounted wifdom to feleét 
the path that will moft certainly and fpeedily 
lead to the poffeffion of riches. Is there not 
wifdom likewife difplayed in feizing the op- 
“portunity and method of conveying the great- 
eft meafure of happinefs to others, from the 
ufe of the talents with which God has intruft- 
ed us? Here then, my dear hearers, is the 
way, the certain way, of conveying infinitely 
more happinefs, than by any other method that 
you poffibly can devife. Embrace it without 
delay. 

Reflect 
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Reflect alfo, that great will be the honour 
of thofe who exert themfelves in advancing 
the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. To be ambi- 
tious of honour is prohibited neither by the 
voice of reafon nor of revelation. But, alas, 
it has often been fought in the wrong path! 
Czefar and Alexander, and others called mighty 
conquerors, have obtained honour by deftroy- 
ing millions of the human race: but we fhall 
find true honour in endeavouring to accom- 
plifh their falvation. Let others (if they will 
not be wifer) feek the honour that comes from 
man: ‘we fhall receive the honour that comes 
from God. The honours conferred by man 
are often nothing more than empty titles, 
which make the poffeffor neither wifer nor bet- 
ter: but the honours beftowed by God will 
convey to us fubftantial happinefs. The ho- 
nours of which man is the author, give but a 
limited diftinétion known by few: but if we 
‘promote the kingdom of Chrift, we fhall be 
honoured before an affembled world by our 
great Mafter, who will then fet the crown upon 
our heads. The world’s honours ceafe at 
death ; ours fhall endure for ever. All that re- 
mains of human honours in the grave is a fplen- 
did monument, which feems rather to deride 
than to celebrate earthly glory: but if we be 
workers together with God and Chrift, we fhall 
receive 
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receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
If then we fet any value on the moft exalted 
honours that a creature can poffibly receive, 
let us feek them in diffufing the favour of the 
Redeemer’s name in the dark places of the 
earth, which are the habitations of ignorance 
and cruelty: for fuch, peculiar diftinétions are 
referved above the common rank of Chriftians, 
as we are taught by the voice of infpiration; 
«¢ They that are wife fhall thine as the bright- 
*¢ nefs of the firmament; but they that have 
“< turned many to righteoufnefs, as the ftars, 
<¢ for ever and ever.” 


Befides, the exertions of our zeal in the caufe 
of Chriftianity will be but an equitable return 
for the benefits which we have received. 
Some of the primitive believers, poffeffed of 
the fpirit that I now inculcate, came into this 
ifland and preached to the barbarous Britons 
the gofpel of Jefus Chrift. Every man who 
values the Chriftian religion will account him- 
felf their debtor; he will revere their memory, 
and will efteem them public benefactors of 
mankind. ‘* To do as we have been done to,” 
was never ranked among the moft exalted de- 
grees of virtue. If we have but a moderate 
fhare of this fpirit of equity, (and that certainly 
we fhould be afhamed not to poffefs,) we thal] 
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be defirous to repay the obligations we are un- 
der to the firft preachers of the gofpel here: 
and can you deGee ar any method of doing this 
fo natural and fo proper, as by endeavouring 
to fend the religion of Jefus into countries 
which are in the fame fituation that we were, 
previous to the preaching of the gofpel 

among us? I wifh we may all feel the force 
’ of this principle of equity, and be influenced 
to obey its dictates. 


There is another confideration connected 
with this, which may juftly make us afhamed 
of our fupinenefs. We have not, as a nation, 
exerted ourfelves to promote the gofpel of 
Chrift in the degree that we ought. England 
is faid to be the richeft country in Europe; 
and we are ready to imagine ourfelves the 
_moft enlightened. The Proteftant religion 
has been profeffed by us above two centuries. 
And what has been done by us during all that 
time for propagating the gofpel among the 
heathens? I blufh while I attempt an anfwer ; 
and when I furvey the different countries of 
the globe, and the hiftory of this nation, I am 
-forry to fay that nothing has been done that 
deferves to be named. That aftonifhing man 
Cromwell formed the plan of a fociety to 
be compofed of the moft pious and learned 
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of the land, for propagating Chriftianity 
among the Heathen and Mahometan nations ; 
and he had defigned an annual fund of ten 
thoufand pounds to be employed for that pur- 
pofe. But his death, fays Bifhop Burnet, who 
relates the fact, prevented its execution. What 
a pity it is that fo liberal a plan has not en- 
gaged attention fince that time! Several 
countries, far inferior to us in riches, have far 
exceeded us in doing good. Even the poor 
Moravians, a fect neither numerous nor 
wealthy, have done as much, or more, for 
the converfion of the heathen nations, than 
the opulent kingdom of Great Britain. For 
fhame, let us roufe ourfelves from our lethar- 
gy, and no longer fuffer imputations fo dif- 
Honourable to be brought againft us. 


There is another motive which, to my mindy 
has confiderable force, and which réeproves our 
lukewarmnefs with juft feverity. Principles 
far inferior to thofe by which we profefs to be 
animated, have influenced men to explore the 
moft diftant parts of the globe, and every fo- 
litary ifland amidft the mighty ocean. The 
love of knowledge, and a regard to the inte- 
refts of fcience, have prompted the great ones 
of the earth to extend their refearches with 
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fuch perfeverance and zeal, that it is generally 
imagined no new difcovery of any importance 
remains to be made. Commerce has taken 
the advantage of their difcoveries, and has ex- 
tended her induftrious hand with eagernefs 
and hafte to the rudeft tribes in the moft dif- 
tant regions, and in the moft rigorous cli- 
mates. Here are examples, Chriftians, for us 
to follow. Shall merchants from the love of 
gain; fhall philofophers from a concern for the 
advancement of fcience, hold communion with 
the moft diftant nations; and fhali aot zeal 
for the caufe of Chriftianity animate us to 
fimilar exertions? Shall the felfith with of ac- 
quiring fome temporal gain, have a more 
powerful influeace in their breafts,than in ours) 
the benevolent defire of conyeying to the mi- 
ferable, eternal felicity ? Ought we not to con- 
fider it as the defign of Providence in the ex- 
tenfive difcoveries that have been lately made, 
that Chriftians may have the opportunity of 
calling forth into action the nobleft part of 
brotherly love, and that we may have the ho- 
nour of enlightening the dark places of the 
earth with the knowledge of the truth? 


Nor fhould we confider it as a motive of 
little weight, that our example may be the 
happy means of ftimulating the zeal of others 
; E 2 in 
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in this noble caufe. A good example, even in 
the moft private fituation, is of more exten- 
five influence than is generally imagined. It 
puts ‘ése to the blufh ; it fills the pious with 
courage; it is a conftant fermon to aroufe 
thofe around us, exhorting them to tread in 
the fame fteps. In a public capacity, example 
is ftill more powerful to influence others to 
the fame line of conduct: and it appears to 
me highly probable, that our exertions will 
kindle the zeal of many to the fame benevo- 
lent work. When they hear of our labours 
and fuccefs, they will be led to fay, ** Why 
-€ fhould not we be employed in the fame 
“« godlike office? Are not we under equal ob- 
ligations to the God of mercy, and to the 
Saviour of finners? And fhall not we teltify 
“© our regard and our gratitude by the fame 
means? Ought not the fight of our fellow- 
creatures in the moft deplorable ftate of 
darknefs and iniquity, to roufe us to action, 
and make us exert ourfelves to refcue them 
‘* from mifery?”’ Thus will they eitherjoin them- 
felves to us, or form other focieties to advance 
the fame noble caufe. There often happen 
rivalfhips in commerce and in ‘government 
which create difouft and wrath; but there 
need be nonehere. Objects of diftrefs prefent 
themfelves to view on every fide; miferable 
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finners more than fufficient for every zealous 
Chriftian to bring to a crucified Saviour; and 
the benevolent heart of pure, Chriftian zeal 
will rejoice that the bleffing 1s conveyed, whe- 
ther it be by itfelf or by another. 


To a generous and well-difpofed mind thefe 
motives will fuffice; and where the heart is 
fteeled by avarice, or benumbed by felfifhnels 
and the fpirit of the world, more would have 
no effe&. You on whofe fouls thefe motives 
have produced the end defigned, will naturally 
inquire, What meafures muft be employed to 
accomplifh fo defirable a purpofe ? 


IV. To point out the means of extending the 
knowledge of a crucified Redeemer, was the 
fourth thing propofed in the method thar I 
Jaid down. 


This part of the fubje& will not detain us 
long, as it may eafily be comprized within 
narrow bounds. We have only to obferve how 
Chriftianity was at firft propagated in the world. 
‘¢ Faith came by hearing, and hearing by the 
‘© wordof God. The doétrine of the crofs, though 
«¢ ic was to the Jews a {tumbling block, and to 

'€¢ the Greeks foclifhnefs, was the power of God 
*€ unto falvation to every one that believed.” 
& Preachers 
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Preachers were appointed by the great Head of 
the Church, to inftruct men in the principles 
of Chriftianity, and to offer to their acceptance 
falvation through a crucified Redeemer. By 
perfons of this character, {killed in the doétrine of 
Chrift, and zealous for its propagation, was the 
gofpel carried from one Pagan country to an- 
other; churches were planted ; the moft eminent 
of their converts were appointed to the work 
of the miniftry ; and from thefe fimall begin- 
nings, the number of believers increafed and 
multiplied. That they might be further af- 
fitted by having a daily rule before their eyes, 
the chriftian doctrine was committed to writing 
for their perufal and edification, 


Thefe were the means by which Chriftianity 
diffufed itfelf over the world at firft: thefe 
are the means by which it has continued to 
the prefent time; and thefe are the means by 
which it will be conveyed to the nations that 
are yet ignorant of it. Human fchemes in a 
courfe of years are frequently found unfit to 
anf{wer the purpofe for which they were origin- 
ally defigned, and muft be changed. But 
there is no need of alteration here. The plan 
was formed by infinite wifdom from a perfect 
knowledge of human nature, and of what the 
character of man would be to the end of time, 

This 
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This method of God’s appointment is as power 
fal now as it was at firft. It forms characters 
of the very fame kind: it makes men equally 
good as in any former age: and by it, I doubt 
not, will God accomplifh the glory of the lat- 
ter days, and bring Mahometans, Jews, and 
Pagans into the kingdom of God’s dear San. 
«© To thofe who perifh, the preaching of the 
«‘crofs may appear foolifhnefs; but to them 
«¢ that are called, it is the wifdom of God and 
“* the power of God.” 


What remains for us now to confider, is how 
we may be able by thefe means to convey the 
gofpel to thofe who are at prefent in a ftate of 
ignorance and guilt. And this leads, in the 


Vth place, to mention the Society of which 
many of us are members, and to recommend 
it to your notice and patronage, as pointing 
out to you a method by which you may 
promote the plan which I have been endeavour- 
ing to inculcate. Let it, I befeech you, have 
a due fhare of your attention. We pray 
daily for the converfion of the heath- 
ens, and for the glory of the latter days- 
So far we do well. But if there be a plan pro- 
pofed by which we may be inftrumental in con- 
veying the gofpel to them, our prayers, if un- 

accom- 
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accompanied with exertions to carry the plan 
into execution, are nothing better than hypo- 
crify; andour pity refembles the charity of thofe 
who fay to a poor brother, ‘“‘ Be thou warmed, 
<< and be thou clothed,” but give him not thofe 
things which are needful for the body. ~ 


Here is a Society that has the nobleft object 
-in view: by encouraging it, you may convey 
divine knowledge to thofe who are ignorant of 
the true God, and of Jefus Chrift whom he hath 
fent, whom to know is eternal life. The So- 
ciety was formed in the beginning of this cen- 
tury in the capital of North Britain, by a few 
pious men who were anxious to refcue their 
unhappy fellow-creatures from ignorance and 
fuperftition. Heaven finiled on the attempt ; 
and what was at firft but as a grain of muftard- 
feed, has grown into a tree and fpread its 
branches far and wide. From the beginning 
it has been patronized by our gracious Sove- 
reigns who have in fucceflion fwayed the Britith 
fceptre ; and it is ftill patronized, and prefent- 
ed with an annual donation, by his prefent Ma- 
iefty, whom may God long preferve and blefs ! 


Great praife is due to thofe who have been 
intrufted with the management of its affairs 
from time to time. Never, I believe, has any 

infti- 
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inftitution of this kind been carried on with 
greater wifdom, difintereftednefs, ceconomy, 
and zeal for the caufeof religion. Providence 
has particularly, of late, raifed up fome eminent 
friends of the Society. It is but a juft tribute 
of praife to the memory of a foreign noble- 
man *, to mention, with the livelieft gratitude, 
the ample fum which he bequeathed by will to 
this inftitution. Although dead, he lives as a 
public benefactor to mankind ; and the fruits of 
his benevolence may convey bleffednefs to 
children yet unborn. But how fhall we find 
language to convey our fentiments of venera- 
tion to the man who has fo lately enriched the 
Society with a large donation, and who, while 
he beftowed the gift, concealed the giver from 
our view? Accept our warmeft acknowledg- 
ments, thou humble and generous Benefa¢tor, 
who feekeft not the praife of man, but of God! 
Thine alms-deeds, we truft, are gone up as a 
memorial to Heaven; and it is our earneft 
prayer, that God, to whom thou haft given fo 
liberally of thy fubftance, may render to thee 
tenfold into thy bofom, and enrich thee with 
fpiritual and heavenly bleffings in Jefus Chrift. 


- Such examples of benevolence will, we hope, 
not deter, but ftimulate others to imitate them. 


* Lord Vanvryhoven. 


UN aioe There 


( 34 ) 
There is ftill room, there is ftill need, as you 
will fee, by confidering the objeéts that the 
Society has in view. Thefe are two, The 
one, to diffufe the Proteftant religion in the 
Highlands and Iflands of Scotland; and the 
other, to fend miffionaries to propagate the 
gofpel among the heathens. Great good has 
been done by the Society in both the objects of 
its purfyit. In the northren parts of this 
kingdom it has been peculiarly fuccefsful. It 
found tens of thaufands in the groffeft igno- 
rance, and it has conveyed to them the know- 
ledge of thetruth. It found them mere drones 
in fociety, the prey of floth and indolence ; 
and it has taught them ufeful arts and the ha- 
bits of labour and induftry. It found them 
crouching before their haughty chieftain, and 
their prieft, the mean tools of arbitrary power, 
and the blind devotees of gloomy fuperitition ;. 
and it has taught them the fpirit of Britons, to 
refpect their own dignity as men, as citizens, 
and to bow down as chriftians, with the lowlieft 
reverence, before their Saviour and their God. 


The Society can likewife boaft of many hun- 
dreds of converts among the rude tribes of In- 
dians in North America. There are,I truft,thou-: 
fands of thofe once barbarous inhabitants of the 
wildernefs now in heaven, finging the fong of 

Mofes. 
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Mofes and the Lamb, and acknowledging, with 
all the gratitude that glows in the fpirits of juft 
men made perfect, that to this Society they are 
indebted for the knowledge of the gofpel, 
which proved the power of God to their falva- 
tion, And ought it not to be our earneft with, 
that this noble work may be continued, and 
may increafe? I confefs to you that I am anx- 
ious to promote it ; and I appear here this day 
before you as an advocate for the heathen 
tribes in America, in Africa, and in Afia, Earn- 
eftly do I wifh that they had an abler coun- 
fellor to plead their caufe. Let none fay 
that I am endeavouring to draw the Society 
from their firft obje&t. Iam not. It was the 
defign of the Society that their charity fhould 
begin at home; but not that it fhould end 
there. When I plead for the heathens, Il am 
pleading for the firft object of the Society in our 
ifle; for I am defirous that the fund of the So- 
ciety may be fo much increafed, that befides a 
fufficiency for carrying on their purpofes at 
home, it may be able to extend its views to 
the remote corners of the world, which are the 
habitations of ignorance and cruelty. Permit 
me to recommend them to your notice. Have 
pity on them. Pity wretched Africa ; feel for 
the wrongs of her children; and endeavour to 
compenfate for the injuries that have been done 
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her. Millions of tears have been there fhed 
by mothers who refufed to be comforted, for 
their fons and daughters, torn from their 
country, and from their kindred, and from their 
father’s houfe, and dragged into a land of cruel 
bondage, in order to provide food for our lux- 
ury. Millions of groans of oppreffed flaves 
agonizing under the lafhes of their unfeeling 
matters, have reached the throne of a righteous 
God; and the blood of millions murdered in 
their native foil, and in the land of their bond- 
age, cries aloud to Heaven for vengance againft 
thofe who fhed it; and their cries have enter- 
ed into the ears of the Lord of Sabbaoth. An 
adequate compenfation we can never render ; 
but let us give what is in our power. Let us 
endeavour to convey the gofpel to them, and 
thus to fecure both their prefent and their eter- 
nalhappinefs. In a report of the Society, pub- 
lifhed a few years ago, it was mentioned, that 
they had the offer of a proper perfon to preach 
the gofpel in Africa; but the penury of their 
funds would not permit them to employ him. 
I hope the perfon is ftill willing to go; 
and I hope that the increafe of its funds will 
now enable the Society to fend him out to his 
pagan countrymen, to preach to them Jefus 
Chrift, who died for their fins, and was raifed 
again for their juftification, I could point our 
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another part of the world where we poffefs ex~ 
tenfive territories; and if you afk by what right 
we hold them, after defiring you to look at the 
point of the fword, | would—but I forbear ; and 
only fay, that I ardently wih to fee the Society 
extend its efforts for propagating the gofpel in 
every quarter of the glabe. How pleafing 
would it be to hear of pious miffionaries, la- 
bouring among the natives of injured Africa, 
preaching the gofpel among the new-difcover- 
ed iflancers inthe South Seas, and revealing the 
mercies of God and the grace of the Redeem- 
er tothe mild inhabitants of the Pelew iflands ! 
And I frankly acknowledge that it would give 
me infinitely more delight to hear of a few fo- 
litary miffionaries crofling the Ghauts, than a 
well-appointed Englifh army; of a town ora 
diftrié fubmitting to the gofpel of Chrift, than 
yielding to our troops; and of the Myfore 
country receiving the religion of Jefus, than 
yielding fubjection to the commander of our 
forces there. Next to a perfon’s own eternal 
happinefs, there is nothing that will give fo 
much pleafure as the glad tidings of falvation 
conyeyed to his fellow-creatures, efpecially to 
thofe who have never before heard the joyful 
found. But why are we deprived of this plea- 
fure? Does it appear that God is unwilling to 
extend his compaffion to them? No; whether 

we 
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we argue from the benevolence of the Supreme 
Being, or from the fuccefs of the attempts that 
have been already made, it is plain that he is 
not. Is it becaufe there could not be found pious 
and felf-denied men who would be willing to 
undertake the arduous employment ? Although 
the work be difficult, I have not a doubt but 
perfons might be found both qualified and in- 
clined to go as miffionaries to the heathens. 
What then is wanting? There is wanting ’4 
fund fufficient to defray the expences of miffion. 
But why is it wanting? Is it becaufe people 
are unable or unwilling to contribute? Unable’ 
they certainly are not. England is faid to be 
more opulent now than at any former period. 
That there are greater outward figns of opu-_ 
Yence than there ever were before, will be readi- 
ly granted by all. Her merchants are princes, 
Are they unwilling then? This can never be 
alleged. I fhall fay nothing of the large fub< 
{criptions that every plan for providing and 
decorating fcenesof amufement is fure to receive, 
But I may with the greateft propriety obferve, 
that we find not any ufeful inftitution propofed, 
which does not meet with ample encouragement 
from the public. And will they be more 
backward to promote the religion of Jefus 
Chrift ? Shall they be found to patronize every 
compaffionate inftitution for removing or alle- 
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viating temporary diftrefs; and will they refufe 
to give efficacy to a plan which propofes for 
its objet to deliver men from endlefs mifery, 
and to put them in poffeffion of eternal bleffed- 
nefs? Certainly not. Thoufands, I am per- 
fuaded, were they acquainted with the matter, 
would be willing to contribute to the fupport 
of fo noble a defign. Let the Society ftand 
forth and fay, ‘“‘ We wifh to extend our exer- 
‘tions to the heathen lands, and to fend the 
“light of the gofpel to thofe who are fitting 
“in pagan darknefs ;” and I flatrer myfelf that 
we fhall find the tried generofity of the good 
people of Engiand diffufing itfelf extenfively 
as there is need, As it is the duty of every 
one to be active in fo good a work, permit me, 
my dear hearers, to ufe the influence that I may 
have, from the excellence of the caufe for which 
I plead, to prevail with you to patronize the 
defigns of the Society, and to help them, by 
your generous contributions, to fend the tidings 
of falvation through a crucified Saviour to the 
uttermolt ends of the earth. 


Ye who are men of humanity, fhould you 
be fo unhappy as to difregard religion, I can 
plead with you from the principles of human- 
ity. Your hearts bleed at the tale of woe. 
You are anxious to banifh diftrefs wherever it 
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appears, be it near or at a diftance; and you fay 
with one of old, Homo_fum, et nil humani amé 
alienum puto. Hereisa large field for your be- 
nevolence; here are millions of diftreffed 
fellow-creatures fubjeét to the common ills of 
human nature, and expofed to additional for- 
rows from their ignorance and depravity. Send 
the gofpel to them, and you will fubdue thofe 
cruel and malicious paffions which are a plenti- - 
ful fource of vexation and trouble. Send the 
gofpel to them, and you will alleviate the necef- 
fary evils of human life. Send the gofpel to 
them, and you will teach them to fmile amidft 
adverfity ;to bear with compofure every for= 
row, as coming from the hands of God; and to 
fay amidft their bittereft griefs, It is the’ 
«Lord, let him do what feemeth him good;” 
and, ‘“‘when affliGtions abound, our confolations 
«in Chriftdo much more abound.” 

Ye who profefs to be chriftians, to you I ad- 
drefs myfelf with ftill greater earneftnefs. To 
humanity you join religion. Here are two 
principles to engage your compliance with my 
requeft; with the orreatett propriety I can fay to 
you, pity your untigiany fellow~creatures; by 
fending the gofpel to them, you will unfpeak- 
ably leffen the diftreffes and heighten the felici- 


ty of a prefent life: and I can add; pity your 
8 fellow- 
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fellow-creatures who are perifhing in ignorance 
and guilt; by fending the gofpel to them, you 
will free them from the mifery of another life, 
and bring them to the poffeffion of eternal 
glory. Who is there that has a fpark of piety 
in his breaft, and is not animated by this de- 
lightful confideration ? Yield to the impreffion 3. 
exert yourfelves in the caufe of Jefus Chrift 5 
and let your exertions bear fome proportion to 
your abilities and to your obligations. You 
efpecially whom God has bleffed with affluence, 
difplay your generofity and piety, by efpoufing 
the caufe of our unhappy brothers and fifters 
in heathen lands. O let their ignorance, their 
idolatry, their fuperftition, their danger, their 
mifery plead with you, and prevail! Believe 
me, it will not give you uneafinefs on your 
death-bed, that you. might have been fome 
hundreds of pounds richer, had it not been for 
your defire to extend the boundaries of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom: nor will it occafion one 
unpleafing reflection, that your children, in the 
abundance that you leave behind, will havea 
{mall pittance lefs than they might otherwife 
have had, becaufe you have lefta donation to the 
Society, as a furviving token. of your imitation 
of the benevolence of Chrift, and of your affec- 
tion to the fouls of men. Some of you who 
do not enjoy fo greatan abundance of the gifts 
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of Providence, may be ready to fay, “It is 
“‘not in our power to do great things. If it 
““ were, we would not be lefs generous than 
“they.” But fhew your good-will by contfi- 
buting according to your abilities. The widow’s 
mite was beheld with approbation by our 
heavenly Father, and received with acceptance. 


But there is another way in which you may 
all promote the welfare of this Society. Be- 
fides. perfonal contributions, it isin your power 
to recommend the caufe to others. Many of 
you, inthe large and refpectable circle of your 
acquaintance, can fingle out not a few perfons 
eminently poffeffed of humanity, piety, and be= 
nevolence. Apply to them for aid. Honour 
your Mafter by pleading his caufe. They 
would think themfelves obliged to you for 
pointing out to them fo noble an objeé of 
charity, as this Society holds forth. Be the 
advocates of the diftreffed, and entreat your 
friends to join in the godlike employment of 
diffufing happinefs through the world. 


Confider, for your encouragement, what the 
happy effects of your zeal are likely to be. In 
confequence of your vigorous exertions, we may 
hope to hear that the wretched inhabitants, of 
the dark places in the northern diftri& of the 
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kingdom are raifed from. ignorance and fuper- 
ftition, to knowledge, to piety, to induttry, to 
comfort, and the profpec& of felicity. In con- 
fequence of your exertions, we may hope foon 
to hear that churches are planted in the heathen’ 
lands; that praifes to God and the Redeemer 
are offered up by tribes of Indians and of Afri- 
cans ; *‘ that Ethiopia ftretches forth her hands 
**to God, that Sheba and Seba offer gifts ;” 
that the converts there are extending the know- 
ledge of the gofpel among their countrymen ; 
and that the word of the Lord hath free courfe 
and is glorified. Would not thefe tidings, 
Chriftians, put more gladnefs into your hearts, 
than the mere worldling poffeffes, when his 
corn and wine and oil do moft abound ? 


But efpecially thofe who by their office are 
called oa to promote the interefts of the Society, 
fhould exert themfelves in its behalf. Are 
there not many hundreds of perfons that have 
not been applied to, who would contribute, if 
the matter were fully reprefented to them? I 
am fenfible that the Society owes much to the 
zeal of fome individuals concerned in the ma- 
nagement of its affairs; and I cheerfully, and 
with gratitude, offer the incenfe of praife that 
is due. But the queftion is, Might not ftill 
more be done? 

G2 It 
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It will not, I hope, be deemed improper 
fhould I afk, if the members and officers of 
the Society in North Britain do all in their 
power to extend itslimits? Far be it from my 
thoughts to impute blame to them. From the 
acquaintance and friendfhip that I have the ho- 
nourto cultivate with fome of them, I entertain 
the higheft ideas both of their difinterefted- 
nefs and their zeal. But I would juft obferve, 
that when things go on profperoufly in an even 
tenor, we are apt to be fatisfied with proceed- 
ing in the fame path, and perhaps we do not 
inquire, ‘Is it poffible to promote the caufe 
“Cin a ftill greater degree? Are there not 
‘f means yet unattempted which might be em- | 
“* ployed ?”’ Shall I prefume to put the follow- 
ing queftions to the public officers of the So- 
ciety ? Have all the perfons in Scotland, who 
are likely to promote fo good a defign, been ap- 
plied to for their affiftance ? Or if it has not 
been done hitherto, why may it not be done 
now ? Can any valid reafon be affigned for the 
continued omiffion ? Should not all the nobles 
and gentlemen of North Britain be requefted 
to patronize fo good an inftitution ? That part 
of the Society’s plan which: regards the High- 
lands and Iflands of Scotland is fo immediate- 
ly under their eye, and fo much conneéted 
with the profperity of the country, and with 

their 
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their own temporal interefts, that it might rea- 
fonably be expeéted to have influence on all. 
Thofe who boaft of having the blood of an- 
cient heroes in their veins, ought certainly to 
be eminent for their humanity and benevolence, 
and to be forward in relieving the diftreffes of 
the miferable, and in contributing to make 
them good and ufeful members of fociety. 
Some modern reformers have called in queftion 
the right and the utility of titles of nobility. 
May we not hope that the nobles of North 
Britain will fhew their ufe, and the fuperior 
dignity of their poffeffors, by abounding in 
noble and generous atts of benevolence to this 
excellent Society ? Scotland, they fay, has of 
Jate been rapidly increafing in commerce, in 
manufactures, and in wealth. Are there not 
hundreds of her merchants and manufaQurers 
who, if application were made to them, would 
cheerfully contribute ? I have little knowledge 
of them myfelf; but if I may judge of them by 
the temper and conduét of perfons in the fame 
lines of life in the Southern part of the ifland, 
@hede generofity, if I muft not fay is unequal- 
led in the world, I am fure is not exceeded,) they 
will largely contribute to increafe the funds of 
the Society. Befides, it has generally been 
alleged that the Scotch are particularly attach- 
ed to their countrymen. Lo! here are their 
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countrymen in diftrefs, who need the attach- 
ment and the benevolence of their friends ! 
May we not hope, that if a more general appli- 
cation were made, this attachment would fti- 
mulate them to relieve both the temporal and 
fpiritual diftreffes of their fellow-creatures ? 


_ To conclude: While we are ardently pur- 
fuing the grand purpofes of the Society, let us, 
with a benevolent and a Chriftian fpirit, wife- 
ly confider, for our encouragement, the afpect 
of Providence. The moral world is big with 
great events, and is haftening on their aceom- 
plifhment. Every pious mind looks forward 
to a more joyful ftate of things, when religion’ 
fhall extend her triumph over the face of the 
earth. God, in his adorable providence, is’ 
faft removing the hindrances of former ages. 
A more formidable and a more fuccefsful en- 
gine againft the religion of Jefus Chrift, Satan, 
the great adverfary of God and man, has now 
employed, than the syrauny of civil govern- 
ments. In reading the hiftory of moft of the 
countries in Europe, for a thoufand years paft, 
what do we behold? Defpots and their vifiers, 
and all their train of armed executioners, fet= 
ting themfelves againft the Lord and his 
Anointed ; and what they called government, 
as exercifed by them, feems little elfe than a 
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confpiracy, not only againft the prefent happi- 
nefs of man, but againft religion and the caufe 
cf God. From the day that Chrift was born, 
when Herod fought his death, to the prefeat 
hour, when inquifitions exhibit their inftru- 
ments of torture, has the tyranny of civil go- 
vernment been employed as an inftrument of 
the devil, to bring to rvin the ieee intgae of the 
Redeemer. I will mention one exampl!e out of 
a thoufand that might be adduced, in con- 
firmation of what I afferes At the time of the 
reformation fromm popery, there arofe in every _ 
country in Europe men profeffing the proteft- 
ant religion. But why did not the proteftane 
religion everywheie prevail? The fole caufe 
was this: the tyranny of human governments 
ftretched out its iron fangs, and tore to pieces 
its profeffors, or drove them from their coun- 
try and their home. Hence Spain has its mar- 
tyrology, and Italy has its martyrology. By 
thefe means did popery maintain its ground. 
Wherever there was any degree of liberty, the 
proteftant religion prevailed. Wherever there: 
was arbitrary power, by its fanguinary aid, po- 
pery kept its place. In fo ftriking a manner 
has this been verified, that where the proteftant 
réligion gained ground in the days of liberty, 
tyranny fucceeding drove it away. This was 
the cafe in a neighbouring country; tyranny, 
in 
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in the perfon of Louis XIV. banifhed the pro-. 
teftant religion from France; and it was in 
exile till returning liberty brought it back. 
Were this fubject more extenfively purfued, 
it would appear that the connection between 
civil liberty and the advancement of true re-. 
ligion is more clofe than we commonly ima- 
gine. It muft be then to the joy of every 
friend of human nature, that tyranny has re- 
ceived a mortal wound. It may be enraged, 
it may ftruggle, it may threaten, it may aim 
blows at thofe who are near; but die it muft. 
And if we may judge from the appearance of 
things in th® moral world, this generation 
fhall not pafs away before the expiring groans 
of arbitrary power are heard through every 
country in Europe; and the lovers of mankind 
are called on to rejoice over her, as the murderer 
of the witneffes of Jefus Chrift. And when 
civil liberty is hailed by a thoufand voices, as 
bringing in her train the moft valuable tem- 
poral bleffings, the Chriftian may welcome 
her as the harbinger of religion, fent to give 
notice of her approach. In another light, ci~ 
vil liberty is the fcaffoldon which the builders 
ftand to ereé& the fabric of the church of Chrift; 
and I cannot but confider the prefent zeal for 
liberty, which fo generally prevails, as defign- 
ed by the great Governor of the world as a 

4 preparatory 


( 49 ) 

preparatory ftep to the extending of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. What is more probable 
than that, when the temporal antichrifts of ar- 
bitrary power fhall be deftroyed, as well as 
the fpiricual antichrift of religious ufurpation 
and tyranny, our Redeemer will take to him- 
felf his great power and reign, and pour out 
of his Spirit and revive the face of the earth, 
and make the wildernefs and the folitary place 
to bloffom as the rofe? Let none object, that 
many of the enthufiafts for liberty difcover no 
zeal for religion; nay, that fome of them are 
infidels and atheifts, This alters not the cafe. 
The divine purpofes are often accomplifhed 
by men who intend nothing but the gratifica- 
tion of their own paffions, and the execution 
of their own fchemes. The predictions of fa- 
cred fcripture are often fulfilled by thofe who 
know them not, nay, by thofe who difbelieve 
them. Was not Cyrus, who knew not God, 
the great inftrument in reftoring his chofen 
people from bondage to liberty and their own 
land? God can do the fame thing now; and 
he may employ men to erect the fcaffold, who 
have neither fkill nor defire to raife the build- 
ing which he defigns, 


Another very remarkable thing in which 
the influence of divine Providence over the 
H minds 
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minds of men eminently appears, and which 
muft make a confiderable change in the face 
of the world, is, that abhorrence of war which ~ 
now generally prevails, and that fpirit of uni- 
verfal good-will which have pervadedthe minds 
of all but the very refufe of the great vulgar 
and the low. Formerly national prejudices 
were ftrong. To hate the people of France 
and Spain was thought almoft a duty. Their 
profperity was viewed with an envious and dif- 
contented eye, and the nation was forward to 
plunge into all the horrors of flaughter and 
rapine, whenever an ambitious minifter raifed 
the cry of war. But thefe days of barbarifm are 
palt. Within thefe few years a rapid change, 
a perfe& revolution has taken place in the 
minds of millions. The former abfurd and 
vulgar prejudices are gone ; we wifh well to 
France and Spain, and rejoice in their profpe- 
rity, and we fee no reafon why we fhould not 
love a neighbouring nation, as well asa neigh- 
bouring family. Men are become citizens of 
the world; and when the grand viziers of 
Chriftendom fhall attempt to reufe a nation to 
war, it is not improbable but they may find 
the fury of the people wreaked on their own 
heads, inftead of being directed againft the 
country which they wifh to pollute with defo- 
lation and blood. Behold already the effeéts 
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of this philanthropic fpirit in the exertions that 
are making in behalf of the oppreffed Afri- 
cans. For ages their mifery did not excite the _ 
notice of any one country ; but now we find 
almoft a whole people united in exprefiing 
their abhorrence of African flavery, and their 
cries will ere long moft certainly prevail. 


The progreffive influence of this fpirit of 
good-will, when it is more generally diffufed, 
muft be peace among the nations, and a friend- 
ly intercourfe in place of enmity and deftruc- 
tion. And does not fuch a ftate of things re- 
mind us of better days; nay, does it not pre- 
pare the way of the Lord, and portend the 
approaches of that time, when ‘* They thall 
“* beat their {words into ploughfhares, and 
“* their {pears into pruning-hooks, and when 
‘© they fhall learn the art of war no more?” 


Improve then, my dear hearers, the delight- 
ful profpect: contribute your fhare towards 
diffufing that light before which the works of 
darknefs muft flee away : view every change in 
the moral world as connected with the progrefs 
of religion, as to the influence that it is likely 
to have on the caufe of the Redeemer: feize the 
prefent favourable opportunity to convey the 
gofpel to the heathen nations, and haften by 

H 2 your 
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your united and vigorous exertions the morn- 
ing of that joyful day, when it fhall be pro- 
Claimed, ‘© The kingdom of our Lord is 
«* come: men are bleffed in him, and all na- 
“ tions call him bleffed: Hallelujah! for the 
“ Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 
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Lonpon, March 30, 1792. 


HE Society in Scotland for propagating 
Chriftian knowledge in the Highlands 
and Jflands, and their Correfpondent Board in 
London, beg leave to-prefent their moft grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the numerous and 
munificent friends of this inftitution in the 
metropolis, and to folicit the continuance of 
their fupport. 


Tt is pleafing to reflect on being engaged in a 
good caufe ; and the fatisfaction is greatly in- 
creafed, if that caufe is found to profper. The 
Society, confcious of the merit and import- 
ance of their undertaking, exult in the 
thought that Providence has fmiled, and is 
fmiling, upon it, and wifh to communicate the 
joy which they feel as a body and as indivi- 
duals. New fources are daily opening to them 
in the bounty of the living, and the bequefts 
of the departed: their fphere of ufefulnefs is 
thereby daily enlarged; and they affert with 
confidence, thatthe opportunity and means of 
extending their eftablifhment are not neglected. 


It will, no doubt, be acceptable to the 
friends of religion, humanity, and their coun- 
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try, to be furnifhed with the account of an 
acceffion to the funds of the Society fince the 
laft publication, equally large and unexpeéted, 
arifing from two different fources: the firlt of 
thefe was announced to the Directors in April 
jaft. After a correfpondence had been, for 
fome time before, carried on betweena re- 
fpetable Clergyman of the Church of England 
and the Secretary to the Society, refpecting 
the nature of the inftitution, the ftate of the 
Society’s funds, and the objeéts to which they 
are devoted ; towards the end of March a 
truft deed was tranfmitted to the Secretary, 
conveying to the Society the fum of 10,000l. 
Stock in the national fund of the ¢ per cent. 
annuities. Soon after the intelligence of this 
large and uncommon donation, the Society. 
were informed of a fecond acceflion to their 
funds, by a legacy of 20,0001. bequeathed to 
them by the late Peter Huguetan Lord Van- 
vryhovven, of Holland. His Lordfhip’s Ex- 
ecuiors have found it neceflary, before paying 
any of the Legacies, to have the authority of 
the court of Chancery for their procedure, 
This may occafion fome little delay in the pay- 
ment of the Legacy; but there is no doubt 
that in a fhort time the Society will be put in 
poffeffion of this great and munificent bequeft, 
A legacy of 300], bequeathed by the late 

Mrs, 
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Mrs. Welth of Edinburgh, which they lately 
received, they likewife think it their duty to 
mention ; and fince the publication of the laft 
fermon at Edinburgh, the Secretary to the 
Correfponding Board has been informed of 
another Legacy of 3oool. left to the Society 
by the late Mifs Gray of Teafles. In confe- 
quence of thefe large additions to their re- 
venue, the Society have adopted a plan for the 
employment of their new funds; an abftraé& 
of which will be fubmitred to the members of 
the Correfpondent Board, andto the public ac 
large, as foon as it can be prepared. From 
this abftra& it will appear that the field which 
their views embrace, is far, very far, from be- 
ing completely occupied. Regions of igno- 
rance and barbarifm yet unexplored, wnculel? 
vated, are continually opening to view, and 
appeal to your humanity, compaffion, and pa- 
triotifm. And the record of this day, it is 
hoped, will demonftrate, that this appeal was 
not made in vain to profperous North Britons 
reaping the fruits of their talents and induftry 
in the genial climes of the fouth, nor to the 
generous Englifh, who have nobly rifen above | 
national diftinétion, and difcovered a glorious 
difpofition to relieve diftrefs, and to reward 
merit, wherever they find them. 
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Hopetoun the Countefs of, ditto 
Hope Ladies Charlotte and Jane, ditto 
Hope Hon. Henry 
Handafide Gilbert 
Harper Alexander, Jerufalem Coffee-houfe 
Haftie James, Great Portland-ftreet 
Haftings Capt. George, Shadwell High-ftreet 
Hatchett John, Long acre 
Heineken Chrittian, Peckham 
Henderfon John, Cornhill 
Hearle Thomas, Narrow-ftreet, Limehoufe 
Heygate James, Aldermanbury — 
Hodegfon Mifs Mary, Peckham 
Hoffack James M.D. Royal Hofpital, 
Greenwich 
; Hume 


( xi) 
Hume Ninian 
*{ Hunter Henry D. D. Secretary, Bethnal-green 
Road 
Hunter Mrs, ditto. 
Hunter Henry, jun. ditto 
Hunter John, ditto 
Hunter Peter, Hooper-fquare 


I 


Jack James, Paternofter-row 
ft Jacomb Rev. Robert, Bath 
Jardin John, Throgmorton Street, 
Jacque James, Charlotte-ftreet, Portland 
Chapel 
Jefferies George 
t Jennings Nathaniel, Highbury- place, Ifington 
* Jerdein Charles, Upper Eaft Smithfield 
Jerdein Michael, ditto 
Ingram John, Brighthelmftone 
Ingram Mrs. ditto 
Ingram Robert, Billiter-fquare 
Ingram Hugh, ditto 
Innes Hugh 
Johnfon Jofeph, St. Paul’s Church-yard 
Johnfton Robert Maxwell, M. D. Brentford 
Butts 
Johnfton James, Strand 
Jones 


() xikig] 
Jones David 


K 


#+Kinnoul the Earl of, Vice-Prefident of the 
Society, Upper Harley-ftreet 
Kay Thomas, Strand 
Keates Peter, Gofwell-{treet 
Kelly —— 
Kilpin Mis 
{ Kippis Rev. Andrew D. D. Crown-ftreet, 
Weftminfter 
Knox David, Cooper’s-row, Tower-hill 
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Leven and Melvill the Earl of, Prefident of 
the Society, Melvill-houfe, Scotland 

Lachlan Robert, Rofemary lane 

Leflie Hon. Capt. John 

* Leflie Hon. G. Melvill 

Leflie Robert, Tokenhoufe-yard 

Lewis John, St. Pau!’s Church-yard 

Lindfay Rev. James, Newington-green 

Lifter Daniel 

Lorimer Rev. Charles A. M. Shooter’s-hill 

Lorimer M. D. Charlotte-ftreet 
Portland Chapel 

Love Rev. John, Queen’s-row, Hoxtoa 

Lowe Alexander, Parliament-ftreet 


Lowe 
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Lough James 
Lowe Graham 


Mackay Eric Efq. 

Mac Ghee Robert | 

Mac Cumming George, Blackheath 

Mackay Angus, Gwynne’s-buildings, Ifling- 
ton 

Mackay George, Glafs-plate Manufactory, 
Chriftchurch, Surry 

Mackay Heétor, War Office 

Mackay J. 

Mackay J. junior 

Mackenzie John 

Mackintofh L. R. Terrace, Iflington 

Mackniven Charles 

Mair John, Friday-ftreet, Cheapfide 

Mair Mrs. ditto 

* Mair John, jun. ditto 

Mair Mifs, ditto 

Maitland Robert, King’s-arms-yard 

Maitland Ebenezer, ditto 

Maitland John, Bafinghall-ftreet 

Maitland Alexander, King’s road, Bloomfbury 

Mallard Peter, Plaiftow, Effex 


Marfhall Samuel, Shefield Yorkfhire 
b Martin 


€ = 9 
Martin Peter, Ely-place 
Maxwell John 
May Jofeph, Gun-ftreet, Spital-fields 
Mayo Rev. Herbert D, D. St. George’s Eaft 
Mayo Mrs. ditto 
M. D. 
Melville Lieut. Gen. Brewer-ftreet, Golden- 
{quare 
Mercier Rev. Mr. 
Millar George 
Morehead William, Grofvenor-place 
Morton Archibald, Wellingborough, North- 
amptonfhire 
Murdoch John 
Murdoch Samuel, Elder-ftreet, Spital-fquare 
Murray John, Fleet-ftreet 
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Neale James, Milk-ftreet, Cheapfide 
Neale Mrs. ditto 

Neale John, ditto 

Neave David, Threadneedle-ftreet 
Niven David 

Nicol John 


O 


Oliphant James, Cockfpur-ftreet 
Paice 
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Paice Jofeph, Breadftreet-hill 
Paterfon: Jo. 

Pearfon James 

Pringle Robert, Wardour-freet 
Pollack William 

Pooley William, Walthamftow 
Peacock Thomas, Holborn- bridge 
Pinkerton John, Aldgate 


R 


Raymond Mrs Barker, Bedford-fquare 
Read John, Sheffield, Yorkfhire 
Reid George 
* Reynolds John, Barbican 
Rhodes Abraham, St. James’s-walk, Clerk- 
enwell 
Richardfon David, Wapping 
Robertfon Archibald, Charles-ftreet, Str. 
James’s-fquare 
*tRutledge Rev. Thomas, A. M. Prince’s 
fquare, Ratcliff-highway 


S 
Sabine William, Iflington 


Sangfter Alexander, Milk-ftrcet 
b 2 + Scote 
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+ Scott David Efq. M. P. Upper Harley-ftreet 
Scott William Handley . 

*+Search Samuel, Clerkenwell-green 
Semple Robert, Little John-ftreet, Minories 
Sharp William, Bow-lane 
Sharp John, Bread-ftreet 
Sharp G. 
Sharwood Samuel, Charterhoufe-fquare 
Shiells Rev. Richard, Hampftead 
Shipley George, Horfley-down 

* Sinclair Sir John Bart. Whitehall 
Small James, Piccadilly 
Smith William Efg. M. P. Clapham 

+t Smith Rev. William A. M. Camberwell 
Smith John, fenior, Vittualling-office, So- 

merfet-houfe 

Smith Robert, Old Jewry 
Spence John, Suffolk-ftreet, Charing-crofs 
Steell Robert, Finfbury Square 

£ Stennet Rev. Samuel, D. D. Mufwell-hill 
Steven Rev. James, Thornhaugh-ftreet, 

Bedford-fquare 
Steven Robert, Upper Thames-ftreet 
Stewart Duncan Efq. Bermuda 
Stewart Charles, Frith-ftreet, Soho 
Stoddart Robert, Queen’s-{quare 
Strahan Andrew, New-ftreet, Shoe-lane 
Sutherland Captain 
Taffie 
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Taffie James, Leicefter-fquare 

* Tate John, Bucklerfbury 
Tate John, junior, ditto 
Tate Monkhoufe, ditto 
Tate Mrs. ditto 

{ Tayler Rev. Thomas, Ely-place 

+ Taylor James, Poftern-row, Tower-hill 
Taylor David 
Taylor John, junior 

* Taylor Robert, High-ftreet, Borough 
Theakfton George, Chriftchurch, Surry 
Thompfon Alexander, Upper Clapton 
Thornton Samuel Efg. M. P. Clapham 

* Thornton Henry Efq. M. P. ditto 

* Thornton Robert Efq. M. P. ditto 

{ Toller Rev. Thomas, Lower-ftreet, [ington 
Travers Jofeph, Swithin’s-lane 
Trotter Rev. John D. D. Knightfbridge 
Turnbull William M.D. Wellclofe-fquare 


U 


Unwin Samuel, Hackney 
Unwin Mrs. ditto 
t Urwick Rev. Thomas, Clapham 


4 Waugh 
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Waugh William, Fenchurch-ftreet 
Walker Jonathan, Ferham by Rotherham, 
Yorkfhire 
Ware Jo. Henry, Bifhopfgate-ftreet 
Waterftone John, Liquorpond-ftreet 
Watfon William, Back-row, Iflington 
Waugh Rev. Alexander, Alfop’s Buildings 
Weir Thomas, Bloomfbury-fquare 
Welchman Samuel, Chriftchurch, Surry 
Wilberforce William Efg. M. P. New Pa- 
lace-yard 
White Jofeph 
Wilkie Andrew, Wheeler-ftreet, _ Spital- 
fields 
Wilkie John 
+ Williams Rev. Edward, Nottingham: 
Wilfon John, Fenchurch-ftreet 
{ Winter Rev. Robert, Hammerfmith 
Woodward Robert 
~ Worthington Rev. Hugh, Highbury-place, 
Iflington 
Wright Jofeph, Milk-ftreet 


E 
Young John, Bear-ftreet, Leicefter-fields 
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For the next ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL. 


TheMarquisofHuntly The Ear! of Elgin 
Sir James Grant Bart. Col. Macleod of Mac- 


M. P. leod M. P. 
Hon. Captain David Eric Mackay Efq. 
Leflie Geo. Cummings Efq. 


Duncan Stewart Efq. Robert Campbell 
Mefirs. John Allday- John Gordon 
John Henderfon John Mackay 
Heétor Mackay Thomas Peacock 


N. B. If there be any miftakes or omiffions 
in the preceding Lifts, on notice being fent to 
the Secretary, they fhall be corrected in the next 
publication. 


: 


Date Due 


t 
D 
aN 
ive) 
rs) 
° 
o 
E 
vu 
ia 


» 


mater raiNbe 
fe cuseal 
chon Cl 


